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New Year’s greetings! 

I wish you and yours a very Happy and New Year! 

The new year is a time for new beginnings. It’s time for a fresh start. It’s time to make resolutions. 

In writing to the Church at Philippi Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14 (NRSV), Beloved, I do not consid-
er that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining for-
ward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenlyj call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Without a doubt, the greatest goal any of us can have in this new year is to experience Christ in a 
greater way than we ever have before. Indeed, this was Paul's desire as he says in verse 10 “I want 
to know Christ” … 

This past year has been filled with many challenges for some within our church family as they have 
experienced various trials and difficulties. I know many of you are grieving the loss of a loved one 
and I know that the Christmas season was especially hard for you. 

I want to encourage you to look to this new year of 2023 in faith and determination that will bring 
you through in greater victory and strength than you ended this previous year with. Lean into the 
community of faith—the Church. Let me remind you of a very familiar passage of scripture to en-
courage you: 
Philippians 4:13 (NRSV) I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Remember, here was 
a man who experienced prison for the cause of Christ!). 

Strain forward and press on.  Love more!  Serve more! Give more! Just doing these three things 
alone will move us far along the road to happiness and contentment in the year ahead. 

Closing thought: Live the New Year ahead in such a way you will be a bit sad next Dec. 31st when 
the ball drops closing it out! 

Again, have a wonderful New Year, and I want you to know that you are loved and appreciated and 
prayed for! 

Blessings in Christ, 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/philippians/3/13-14#footnote3
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Hello Church!  
A very Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you all feel a sense of hope and renewal in the New Year. The 
holidays were a lovely but exhausting time!  
    The 14th of December was the hayride and chili night. Lots of fun, and lots of chili! Santa also made an 
appearance. Friday nights and Sunday afternoons were busy with practice for the Christmas Play.  
    Speaking of the Christmas Play, the children and youth did an amazing job! The dialogue was quite in-
volved, and funny! I am so grateful for Susan Hendry’s wonderful directing. She worked countless hours to 
make this a wonderful production. I’m also grateful to Diane Wilder for helping with the star costumes; 
she’s very talented with a glue gun! And I must mention Christina Wilder, who along with Diane, kept our 
“Twinklers” busy off stage between appearances. Thank you, Paul for running the music, and our Choir for 
backup singing! It was truly the effort of all.  
    January will bring rest from the busy holiday season. We know Spring is around the corner, but for now, 
find time to cozy up with the family, read a good book, and brave the weather.  
     One last thing, we are still tweaking our Safe Sanctuary protocol. We will be reopening the online class-
room soon for those who need to register asap, and more information will follow once we’ve had the 
meeting with leadership.  Our in-person session will be held in February. I’ll see you there. 
I hope everyone has a great January and see you at Church! 
 
New Year Wishes, 
April Watts 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
 

 As a New Year is upon us, it is time to get back to friends, food, and fellowship. So as of January 11th, 2023 the 
Wednesday night dinners will be back. 
The cost is $8 for adults and $5 for children under 12. This first dinner kick off is also going to be a kitchen shower, like a 
baby shower but with kitchen items. There will be a list posted in the Narthex the first of the year.  Please pick 
a new item you would like to contribute to our kitchen. All meals will consist of a main course, drinks, dessert, and some-
times a salad. 
        The menu will be as follows:  

       January 11th -  Taco Bar    

       January 18th -  Baked Sweet & Sour Chicken over Rice 

       January 25th- a Variety of Soups 

 Looking forward to serving everyone again. Happy New Year! May God bless you always. 
 
Your Kitchen Crew, 
Trish & Mike Gibson 
Sharon Frisbee 
Melissa & Brian Steiner 
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 February is the month of many special events centering around Valentine's Day. 

Here at MUMC we celebrate with 

LOVE NOTES 

Love Note is a "valentine" of sorts that you write to someone, a group, or to the congregation in general.       Each Love       
Note costs $1.00 and all the proceeds go to the church. The Love Notes will be printed and published to be sold or handed                                                          
 out on the Sunday closest to Valentine's Day (Feb. 12th). If you write a Love Note, your publication is free. If you                                                                                                          
  forget to write one, you pay $1. Either way, We all win. Your submissions can be signed or anonymous.  

                     Please write them legibly because if I cannot read them, or I'll invent something. 
                          Your Love Note can be a poem or a verse, no longer than 12 lines, can rhyme or not, can be  
                                romantic, funny, serious, or thought-provoking.  Be thinking and planning. Write several.  
         Kids, adults, seniors - all love to receive them.   Love Notes can be submitted  
                                             starting NOW. Deliver to Susan Hendry at hendrys@bellsouth.net  or on  
                                                   paper in my mailbox in the office. 
                                                                                                   **Susan 
 

 

 

Cuban Sister Church 

Thank you, Church, for your generosity!  

The Cuban Sister Church is happily now  

using the new generator they were able to 

buy with the money our church sent to 

them.  Please keep them in your prayers. 
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Youth News   

 

 The Teens have worked hard all year with service projects both short term and long term. We 
started “Can Brunch Ministry”, a time of fellowship for the Teens after church in a public setting. 
As well as, “First Saturday Fellowship,” a ministry that arranges for something the first weekend 
of every month for the teens to come together and have fun. This ranges from Movie Nights to 
Lock-ins. We had 16 teens complete Confirmation. Four of them were baptized and more than ten 
of them joined the church. We hosted a small community event. We held 3-4 fundraisers in both 
spring and fall; to help fund our trips and activities. If you see a Youth around, please let them 
know how awesome they are. They put all the elbow grease into everything we accomplished 
through the Lord, this year. Thank you to everyone for the support in 2022 and we pray to contin-

ue whatever path God sets us on, as we step into 2023.   
 
January 11th, we kick the year off with a brainstorm session. We will 
throw ideas around on what we want out of the year as a group and set 

some goals.    
 
We will have our Teen Safe Sanctuary training on the 25th.  This is when we go over our 
ground rules and safety precautions.  This year should only take a portion of our time and 

they will still get some time-in to hang out.   
 

February, we are hoping to really start having some fun, as we kick off Confirmation on the 5
th. 

This class is open to all kids, 6
th grade and up. We highly encourage all youth to take it once and 

early in their Youth walk, if possible. It is a wonderful time to take an in-depth view of what it is 

to take up your cross as a Christian.  
 
Part of the experience is learning what it is to be part of a church body and team. So, for a Con-
firmand to be Confirmed… attendance is really an important commitment. We understand life 
happens and things like custody weekends can be tailored to. However, we need to work every-
thing out in advance. We don’t want anyone to feel they cannot take the class for any reason. If 

there are any questions, please reach out to Peg ASAP.   
  

Happy New Year and Blessings,  
Peggy C Washington  
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We have entered a New Year with greatness.  We have put the past year behind us and have en-
tered our 200th year here worshiping in Middleburg. 
  
The last few months have brought back some of the many things we have enjoyed in the 
past.   Our Youth and Children’s programs are sailing along.  We have come back to normalcy 
throughout our church programs.  This can only happen by having a great team of dedicated 
leaders and members willing to help make it happen when needed. 
  
Pastor Brian has recently brought in many new members. Many thanks to our Pastor for his 
Leadership. 
  
Our worship attendance continues to grow.  Let’s keep it coming. 
  
In Christ, 
Judy McNee, SPR Chairman 

Ministry Council Meetings for 2023 

(dates are subject to change as needed) 

January 29th - Sunday 

February 28th - Tuesday night  

March 28th - Tuesday night 

April 30th - Sunday 

May 30th - Tuesday night 

June 27th - Tuesday night 

July 30th - Sunday 

August 29th - Tuesday night 

 September 26th - Tuesday night 

October 29th—Sunday  

November 28th - Tuesday night 

December 31st - Sunday 
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Here We Go Again 

 The month of December is now a fond memory. Days flew by like a swift bird but were so full of events I think that 
bird dragged its belly along the ground trying to keep its wings up. I can identify with that dragging belly – busy with 
my cohorts in musical rehearsals, concerts, and The Play – I, for one, was exhausted and happy to see the 25th arrive 
so I could sit in the big chair by the fireplace and nap like a baby.  

 We all made the comment of how quickly the days passed. We all commiserated about how busy we were; how 
present-buying, dinner planning, and all things Christmas just consumed us. I don’t think we were truly prepared for 
the blast of arctic weather that did a number on plants and pipes (but we finally got out those cute Christmas sweaters 
packed away for years awaiting air cold enough to warrant wearing them.) I don’t know if we took the time to re-read 
the story in Luke, if we thought about Mary making that journey on donkey-back, if we considered the Baby, the sup-
posedly smelly lower-class citizens of shepherds coming to view Him, the journey on to Egypt, the however-and-
wherever visitation by foreign dignitaries, and what Joseph and Mary did with the fancy gifts they presented. I know I 
was not as diligent in my Christmas preparations (Thank you everyone who gave us Christmas cards. How did you find 
the time??) and while I appreciated the Christmas ceremonies and music, my heart wasn’t as devoted as it should 
have been on the reason, we had Christmas at all. (altho I did get a chuckle after hearing more than one adult whining: 
“Christmas is on a Sunday. Do we have to go to church on Christmas morning??”) 

 Seriously? 

 Now it is January, and, just like that, the Baby has become a man and is about to be baptized by his cousin. The 
manger scene, like the month of December, is tucked away in memory-land; we don’t think in terms of the Baby – we 
now think in terms of the Man and His Mission, and on to Easter. But what if we took a moment not surrounded by 
hustle and bustle, bright wrapping paper, Amazon delivery dates and half-price sales – just took a moment or two and 
went back to the manger scene. Back to the place of origin, of innocence, of basic human reality. A young man and 
woman, slightly scarred by scandal, not living together in a marital relationship, believers in a God no one has heard 
much from for centuries, having to bed down in a place where their donkey also resided, but who were chosen from 
specific lineage for a specific task and who just had to step forward in blind faith. Attention from some angelic crea-
ture, becoming unsettled by dreams, wild tales from sheep-bearing guys – it’s the stuff we now expect in movies. But 
Mary and Joseph had no idea. Think of their conversations with each other, their questions directed to God, their un-
surety about just how to handle this Baby. Was he going to sprout wings or glow in the dark? Okay, he’s born – now 
what? Where is that angel for advice and counsel? 

 Maybe just go back there, in your quiet moments. Think about that Bethlehem night, about them and how they 
felt, about their improbable situation but their apparently unshakeable confidence in their God – who is our God as 
well. Would we have reacted the way they did? Would we have totally put ourselves in His hands for guidance and 
protection? This massively supreme Creator God, maker of quadrillions of grains of sand and stars, looked down from 
heaven and chose them. And He has also chosen you. Your name is written on the palm of His hand. 

 If they knew what was truly going to happen to this Baby, it would have completely shattered them. We have the 
advantage of knowing “the end of the story” because of our Bible, the written word. But, maybe, just let yourselves 
imagine, that you don’t know. Your future is unidentified. That lost feeling, the confusion, the darkness – it’s scary and 
overwhelming. So don’t stay there. You DO know the end of the story and while a lot of it is still a mystery, it is still a 
promise of glory and a reason to smile into the darkness as you lift up your hands to grasp your Father’s. 

 Yes, the cross is an important symbol to us, but I think the manger is as well. Keep the manger in your heart. When 
life becomes too crazy, busy, or bleak, look to the place where it all began, where you began, where your innocence 
began. If you need to, cry like a baby to Him. Then rise from that humble beginning to the calling God chose you for. 
And get ready for the rest of the story. 

 Oh boy! 

 **Susan 
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

A big “thank you” to all those who contributed to and volunteered to help with Wreaths Across Ameri-

ca this year. Thanks to your support, we were able to place wreaths on all Veterans’ graves in our 

cemetery. 

The Legion Riders of American Legion Post 250 Middleburg and Middleburg United Methodist Church 
(MUMC,) hosted the annual Wreaths Across America Ceremony at MUMC’s Historic Church and 
Cemetery on December 18, 2022, at 12:30 pm. 
 
Over 70 Veterans from the Seminole Wars of the 1830’s through present-day conflicts are interred in 
MUMC’s Cemetery. Each Veteran’s name was read aloud, then family members, friends, volunteers 
and members of the Legion Riders placed wreaths at each Veteran’s headstone. 
 
First Coast Highlanders Bagpiper Robert Simpson played “The Military Set,” a medley of tunes of the 
US Armed Forces. Members of the audience who are Veterans were asked to stand and be recog-
nized when his/her service tune was played. 
 
Rev. Mylon Pope, Chaplain Corps, US Navy (Ret), gave the keynote address. He spoke of the sacri-
fices Veterans and family members made and honored those who have served our country. 
 
After all the wreaths were laid, Ray Ashcraft and Bob Lucas, American Legion Post 250 
Chaplain, laid a final wreath at the grave of an Unknown and gave a concluding prayer. Piper Robert 
Simpson played “Amazing Grace” and American Legion Post 250 Vice Commander Cindy Anderson 
played “Taps.” 
 
National Wreaths Across America Day is the third Saturday of December. In 1992, Morrill Worcester, 
owner of Worcester Wreath Company, Harrington, Maine had unsold wreaths after the holidays. Re-
membering a trip to Arlington National Cemetery as a child, he contacted Maine Senator Olympia 
Snowe and donated the excess wreaths to be laid at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington. Wreaths 
Across America, Inc. was formed in 2006. Its mission is to REMEMBER our fallen US Veterans, HON-
OR those who served and TEACH the value of freedom. Wreath laying ceremonies are conducted at 
more than 2500 locations across the United States, at sea and abroad. More than 1.7 million wreaths 
were laid in 2020. 
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Please let the office know if any of the people listed below should be removed or if there  is anyone else that should be added! 

Scott Ashcraft, Rheta Barber, Dennis Barker, Joyce Brantley, Crystal Brooks, Jane Bullen, Meagan Campbell, Lib Creech, Helen 
Crotts, David Church, Danika Davis, Rick Fife, Krickett Foschaar, Richard Fouraker, Eileen Free, Rick Futch, Lee Goodnight, Teresa 
Gross, Annette Hagler, LA Hardee, Ken Huff, Darlene King, Kim Lemley, Yvonne Lempke, Ernie Lord, Jim Lundy, Bob & Pat Lucas, 
Bob & Rose Lynch, Beth McDonald,  Ellen Moore, Curt Morrison, Linda Morrison, James O’Donnell, Ray Overly, Sam Payne, Doug 
Pope, Bill Roberts, Tina Rodgers, Kate Sasso, Robin Scherzer, Dan Smith, Nora Smith, Randall Smith, Joan Spencer, Allan Spencer, 
Nicholas Spencer, Ray Stovall, Jennie Warner, Gracie Washington, Richard Wehrman, Ann Woodard, Trinity Woodley, Robin Zag-
ora & Family, Robert Zimmerman 
 
Servicemen & Women:  
Drew Baker, John Behrens, John Brantley, SGT Philip Buchanan, Jerry Dingman, Benjamin Harlowe, Ben Humphrey, Joseph 
Jankord, Howard Kalick, Caleb Kovach, Lola Lewis, Jarrod Linion, Matt Lippencott, Pete Matisoo, Kayla McClendon, Michael 
McLeod, Dustin Morrison, Brad Muller, Paul Noland, Vince Preston, Matt Ritter, Sarah Robinson, Alexander Rumrill, Josh 
Sansoucy, Breena Schmoll, Bret Shockley, Lawrence (Willie) Summers, Tim Sutton, Chris Teagle, Paul C. Trotman, Buzzy Up-
degraff, Jason & Jackie Warren, Daniel West, and Matthew West 

Amen 
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Anniversaries 
   1  Mike & Deb Goulding 

   8  Amanda & Ralph Zayas 

 13 Debbie & Bernie Van Matre 

 14  Janet & James Brown 

        Buddy & Beth Cherry 

   Trish and Mike Gibson 

        Jim & Carol Jordan 

 29 Stephanie & Roger Merring 

BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 

   Anniversaries 
      1  Crystal & Steve Warren 

 11   Rose & Bob Lynch 

 12   Joanne & John Grubbs 

 18   Luann & Jack Eddington 

         James & Susan Sawyer 

 22   Marcia & Jimmy Van Boskerck 

 24   John & Erica Lippincott 

1  Clara Bragg 

      Pastor Brian Sanderson 

  2   Barbara Wilkie 

  3   Amy Ellenburg 

  4   Mike Gibson 

  6   John Lippencott 

      Ryanne Sivalski 

  7   Diane Wilder,  

 David Shepard,  

 George Criss 

  8   Brianna Smith 

10  Barbara Brewer 

 11  Luann Eddington 

12  Jennie Warner 

14  Roni Orcino 

      Issac Reynolds 

      Josh Thornton 

      Michael Whiteside 

17  Erika Lippencott 

      Cheri Starnes 

18  Kim Crist 

19 Montana Beneduce 

      Joanne Grubbs 

20  Richard Wehrman 

21  Blake Eckert 

      Hope Smith 

23  Gayward Hendry 

      Abbie McCumber 

24  David Graham, 

      Bea Orcino 

      Andy & Paul Jacobs 

      TJ Woodard 

25  Scott Maman, 

      Judy Wilson 

26  Emilie Caraway 

      Jean Hall 

      Bonnie Martens 

      Diane Stacho 

27  Samantha Zertuche 

28  Missy Criswell, 

      Herman Dyal 

      Mary Beth Cassady 

31  Elaine Driver, 

      Cynthia Thies, 

      Phyllis Wickersham 

  1   Reed Howard 

 3   John Dickerson, Sr. 

 4   Noah Scoville 

 7   Cameron Trotman 

 8   Jeff Cochuyt 

 9   Sharon Frisbee 

      Amanda Jacobs 

      Jesse Scoville 

10   Bryan Morris 

11  Gabi Lawrence Rucker 

12  Brayden Noland 

13  Jean Sharp 

14  Danielle Terrell 

15  Jo Gnann 

16  Suzanne Lyda 

 Linda Morrison, 

17 Penelope Smith 

19  Tom Summers 

20  Alissa Hansen 

      Tim Saltsman 

21  Jayne Mani 

23  Maxine Schmalried 

24  Larry Weisbrodt 

25  Dee Louden 

      Sandy Trueblood 

26  Jason Smith 

      Justin Smith 

27  Keith Henry 

      Bill Stokes 

      John Klein 

28  Tom Howard 



12 

 

Middleburg United Methodist Church 
3925 Main Street 
Middleburg, Fl 32068 PLACE 

STAMP 
HERE 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

             Go in Peace and Love  

Middleburg United Methodist Church  
3925 Main Street 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
 

Rev. Brian Sanderson, Sr. Pastor 
(850) 673-7309 
 

Church Office: 
(904) 282-5589 
 

E-mail 
middleburgunited@bellsouth.net 

Office Closed 

 Jan. 16, & Feb.20  

for Martin Luther King Day &  

Presidents’ Day 

 


