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Warm Greetings in Christ!
God is good…ALL the time! And ALL the time…God is good!
It’s now officially Summer! It’s becoming increasingly difficult to make plans as we continue
to maneuver through challenging times in our nation and the world.
With each passing day, we are confronted with higher prices. Food and fuel prices have impacted every one of us. We are witnessing the number of Food Bridge patrons go up each
week.
First, I still believe the statement I started this letter with, and that is that God is good ALL the
time! The Prophet Isaiah shared some thoughts on a testing time they were going through in
Isaiah 54:10 (NRSV) “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says
the Lord, who has compassion on you.”
I want to encourage you to stay “laser-focused” on the Lord as the one who meets and supplies our needs. But, I also believe that we must keep Him first in our giving, serving, and loving! If there's ever a time the enemy would love to divide the church, it's now, but we don't
have to succumb to his schemes.
Jesus never promised that we wouldn't have any hard times or difficult situations to go
through, but He DID promise that He would walk with us! John 16:33 (NRSV) “I have said this
to you so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution but take courage:
I have conquered the world!”
Another scripture to help us stay focused during these times is Matthew 6:33 (NRSV) “But
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.”
Remember that during the darkest and most challenging times the only light this world may
see is the light of the Gospel in you! It might seem like a little light, but what a difference
YOU and JESUS make!
Blessings in Christ!
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Happy Summer to everyone! Well, we survived VBS, and all that it entailed. We had a wonderful team
who helped make it happen, from the wonderful meals all the way to the new parent pickup and drop
off procedure. We averaged about 62 kids each day and had a wonderful team of 18 Youth Leaders!
Thank you for all those who donated time and money to make this a successful community ministry.
Wednesday night KidMin is taking a break for the summer. It’s a time to clean out closets and make
plans for the busy fall. We still meet on Sunday mornings, of course.
I am in my office each Wednesday following Bible Study in the portable. The exception is the last
Wednesday of the month when I am in my office for a short time before heading to the Civic Association
Lunch, and then I’m back in the office.

Wednesday nights will start back about two weeks after school does, and then it will be go, go, go. In
the meantime, everyone enjoy their summer, and try to stay out of the midday sun!

This summer, we will still meet Wednesdays (but with a little more time) 6:15-8pm and Sunday mornings. We are excited to enjoy time with one another.
Confirmand Sunday, May 15TH, was incredible: 16 teens fully completed the class. With 4 baptisms and
13 new members we are overjoyed to welcome them and their loved ones into the flock. For the Confirmed still on their walk, we are also blessed to walk it with you. So, if you see these folks be sure to
make them feel welcome; Kilee Chatfield, Aniya Hazlewood, Mikayla Burns, Paige Cain, Lydia Dickerson,
Levi Smith, Sophie Huff, Abby Deese, Camren Burns, Creek Watts, Holliday Watts, Strawberry Watts,
Chandler Cain, Lindley Wilder, Heather Marsteller, and Landon Cain. These teens also led an amazing
Youth Service on April 24th sharing devotionals, testimonies, and leading worship.
We had a great First Fellowship Saturday this June, with a lake day and lock-ins. A thank you to the
Horn family for hosting and the councelors who made this possible: bonfires, snipe hunts, attempted
paint pouring, nacho’s and a double rainbow at one point. It was a packed weekend and a week later
we were co-leading stations at VBS. Congratulations to 18 teens who put in countless hours preparing
and discipling kids VBS week! You all made it amazing, and the streamer/balloon drop was almost as
fun as filling the pastor’s office with balloons last month… Speaking of silly-random teens are waking up
to flamingo’s in their yard all summer. Each time the “Mingo brothers” are returned to the flock, we
have a prize for your Youth.
We are saving aluminum cans and you can help! We can team up with another ministry and the can tab
part can be separated and can help support Ronald McDonald House. Can drop off is by the dumpsters.
Anyone can dump their cans there. The can tabs can be brought to the office or given to Peg. We can
pass them along to the ministry working with them. We can’t wait to use our portion to start a fund so
the youth can have Sunday Brunch for those who are around after the 11am service has “can-cluded.”
We hope we can start these meals July 10th. This can become a wonderful opportunity for the teens to
polish budgeting skills. If you need cans picked up, you can call Peg’s cell at (240) 577-8396, also (tab
removal isn’t a must).
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Blessing from Lay Leader/Lay Delegate,
The 2022 session of the Annual Conference was held June 9-11 at Florida Southern College in Lakeland, Florida. This year’s theme was “Rebuilding the Church, Re-membering the Body: Creating a Spiritual
Home for All.”
This year, two offerings were collected for the Bishop’s Offering. One, to support Encounter with Christ
in Latin America and the Caribbean and the other to provide technology grants for rural, small membership
churches.
There was an Episcopal Nominee (someone put forth for consideration for Bishop). Rev. Dr. Sharon
Austin was recognized as the Florida Conference Episcopal Nominee. She is the first woman of color Episcopal
nominee from the Florida Conference.
Regarding finances The Conference approved an overall budget of $16,142,422 for 2023, which amounts to a reduction of
$187,175 from the previous year’s budget. Additionally, Conference Treasurer Craig Smelser reported that:
•
416 churches gave 100% of apportionments in 2021. We are one of those!!
•
Conference expenses were down $425,000 in 2021 in comparison to 2020 — much of this is due to a
planned reduction along with the lessons learned about new ways to do our work from the pandemic.
•
The Cabinet approved $2. 3M in direct grants to local churches through the New Church Development
Endowment and Cabinet Development Fund in 2022.
•
So far, 34.3% of apportionments have been received through the end of May.
The focus of the Laity Session was on the “Four Ps” of laity leadership: Purpose, Presence, Partnership,
and Passion. The session ended with a Service of Recognition for Certified Lay Ministry.
At the Thursday afternoon plenary session, Derrick Scott III, executive director of the Campus to City
Wesley Foundation, was elected as Conference Co-Lay Leader to serve alongside Co-Lay Leader Alice Williams.

During the Licensing & Ordination Service, sixteen people were licensed as local pastors, two were ordained as deacons, and 10 were ordained as elders, including Tamara Isidore, the first Haitian woman to be
ordained in the Florida Conference. Sixteen people in the Commissioning class were not approved at the Clergy
Session to be commissioned as provisional deacons and provisional elders.
One church was discontinued and 14 were disaffiliated to join the Global Methodist Church.
The next Annual Conference is set for June 8-10, 2023, in Lakeland, FL.
Loving Life and Living the Dream,
Mike Whiteside
Lay Leader/Lay Delegate
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The Food Bridge Program is in need of a new truck. We have a box truck that is 9 1/2 feet long and we have
outgrown our truck. We work with Feeding Northeast Florida, and we are required to have a refrigerated truck to pick
up food from the stores. We pick up, at a minimum, four days a week and on two of those days we make two trips due
to the small size of the truck.

The Food Bridge program is designed to help those in need, seniors, veterans, and disabled living on Social Security. Clients apply and when they are approved, they are eligible to receive food twice a month for a year. If they are
still in need after that time they can reapply. The program has been in operation for 20 years and we are totally dependent on donations. There is no paid staff, all are volunteers that work from two to five days a week. We do not receive or ask for financial support from the church budget. The Food Bridge pays the electric bill and most repairs or
maintenance and upkeep of the Budington Building.
We have 1455 active clients that are eligible to come to our program. Out of the 1455 families we have 66%
seniors, 19% veterans, 48% children, and 53% disabled living in the homes. Out of the 1455 eligible families, we average around 600 families that come monthly.
We are asking organizations in our community for donations for a new truck. As a sponsor, we would recognize
them on our website and put their logo on our truck recognizing them as sponsors. As a Friend of the Food Bridge, we
would recognize them on our website.
Major Sponsor $5000 & up
Gold Sponsor $2500 to $4999
Bronze Sponsor $1000 to $2499
Silver Sponsor $500 to $999
Friend of The Food Bridge $250 to $499

Millie J Wilkes
Director, Food Bridge

Mortgage Challenge
As of this publication, we only have
about 5 months left on the mortgage!

First and foremost, I want to thank our congregation for helping us purchase a new stove. Our
fundraiser was a big success.
We have decided to open the Wednesday dinners on August 3rd with another fundraiser dinner to
assist in purchasing a new freezer for our kitchen.
Having the kitchen available for VBS was such a
blessing, we all had a good time serving the kids,
youth, and teachers. Thank you again and see you in
August!
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Cuban Ministries Update
Some of you remember our first connection with our Sister Church in Mayorquin, Cuba. That began in 2006, and the
pastor there was Enoel Gutierrez with and his lovely wife Yuni. Pastor Enoel went on to become the President of the
Methodist seminary in Havana. Over the last couple years, he has left that position and started a new Methodist Church
organization in Cuba and Nigeria, Africa: Iglesia Metodista Independiente.

Pastor Jose Luis Concepción was the next pastor at our sister church. He was there for several years then received the
calling by the Lord, to come to Northeast Florida. This has taken him some time. He was first in the Hollywood area of
Florida. Then he moved to Miami for several years, and since April of 2021 has lived with the Van Gundy’s, here in
Middleburg. For over six years, he has been trying to get his wife, Dayana and two daughters, Hadasa and Eliania to
America. On July 7, they will meet Pastor Luis in Guyana, South America, to make arrangements to come to Florida by
the end of July. (The organization, ACT! has provided his main support since 2021.)
Our church continues to support our sister church and Pastor Arturo Cabrera, in Mayorquin, especially around Christmas and Easter. They are doing well in the building we helped purchase and remodel. We also helped provide some
funds for his twin daughters’ (Yumi & Yami) quinceanera (15th birthdays.)
It is costing $15,500 to bring the Concepción family to Middleburg. If you are led to help pastor Luis and his family’s
relocation to Florida, you can do so through our Cuban Ministry account: just note on the check that it is for Luis and his
family.
Thank you and God bless you.

Respectfully,
Craig Van Gundy

Ministry Council Meetings for 2022
Sept. 27th - Tuesday evening at 7 pm

October 30th - 11:00 am - 5th Sunday

We are doing an experiment
to see how many people read
these newsletters. If you are
reading this note, please
email Nichole @ office@middleburgumc.org or
call the Church Office.
Thank You!
Pastor Brian & MUMC Staff

November 29th - Tuesday evening at 7 pm

Staff Parish Relations Committee
It is with great joy that we have completed six months of 2022 without anything getting in our way.
A few of the highlights: May 1st Homecoming celebrating our 199th birthday, May 15th Confirmation Sunday with 16 Confirmands, May 22nd Graduation Sunday, June 13-17 VBS, plus many more activities and
programs.

The Worship attendance has continued to improve. We still have a way to go before we get to where we
were before the shutdown for the Pandemic. After going through our membership list, we were able to
send out a letter by Pastor Brian explaining we are back! This was sent to several of those who regularly
attended. As we move around the area, we may come across someone we haven’t seen back in church,
or someone you would like to invite, now is the time, INVITE!

6

Formerly known as United Methodist Women
Greetings from United Women in Faith. That is the new name for United Methodist Women. We are still
trying to get used to it. As they say- change is inevitable.
We are taking a "Summer Vacation”, but still working on our next event which will be a luncheon and fashion
show. You have probably never seen a fashion show like this one. So, watch for info and ticket sales.
I did have the great opportunity to go to Orlando for the UWF Assembly. This happens every 4 years and is
held in different places in the U.S. Every state was represented as well as 27 other countries. It was interesting
and motivating to hear the stories of many people who are enduring hardships due to climate change, rising
water, and other threats to the environment. We will be studying to find ways to do our part to combat these
problems. It is hard for us to imagine what some people are having to deal with when we are affected so minimally here.

Mary Lou Whittlesey
UMF President

Please let the office know if any of the people listed below should be removed or if there
is anyone else that should be added!
Scott Ashcraft, Rheta Barber, Dennis Barker, Joyce Brantley, Crystal Brooks, Jane Bullen, Meagan Campbell, Lib
Creech, Helen Crotts, David Church, Danika Davis, Rick Fife, Krickett Foschaar, Tony Fox, Richard Fouraker, Eileen
Free, Rick Futch, Lee Goodnight, Teresa Gross, Annette Hagler, LA Hardee, Tom Howard, Ken Huff, Darlene King, Kim
Lemley, Yvonne Lempke, Ernie Lord, Jim Lundy, Bob & Pat Lucas, Bob & Rose Lynch, Beth McDonald, Ellen Moore,
Curt Morrison, Linda Morrison, James O’Donnell, Ray Overly, Sam Payne, Doug Pope, Tina Rodgers, Kate Sasso, Robin Scherzer, Dan Smith, Nora Smith, Randall Smith, Joan Spencer, Allan Spencer, Nicholas Spencer, Ray Stovall, Jennie Warner, Gracie Washington, Richard Wehrman, Ann Woodard, Trinity Woodley, Robin Zagora & Family, Robert
Zimmerman
Servicemen & Women:
Drew Baker, John Behrens, John Brantley, SGT Philip Buchanan, Jerry Dingman, Benjamin Harlowe, Ben Humphrey,
Joseph Jankord, Howard Kalick, Caleb Kovach, Lola Lewis, Jarrod Linion, Matt Lippencott, Pete Matisoo, Kayla
McClendon, Michael McLeod, Dustin Morrison, Brad Muller, Paul Noland, Vince Preston, Matt Ritter, Sarah Robinson, Alexander Rumrill, Josh Sansoucy, Breena Schmoll, Bret Shockley, Lawrence (Willie) Summers, Tim Sutton, Chris
Teagle, Paul C. Trotman, Buzzy Updegraff, Jason & Jackie Warren, Daniel West, and Matthew West
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SUNDAY CLASSES
Classes for all Ages
Children’s Classes:
Nursery

8:30 – 12:00

FLC

Children 3 yrs. - 6th Grade

9:45 – 12:00

FLC

Youth 7th - 12th Grades

9:45 – 10:45

FLC

Adult Classes:

9:45 – 10:45

See Below

Crusaders - Judy McNee

Study

Open Door - John Dickerson

Portable

Tea Time - Angela & Mike Whiteside

Choir Room

- Tracy Scoville
Worship/Praise – Harry Benedict


Mongiovi
Sanctuary

Want to start a Sunday School Class or have a subject you would like to discuss and learn
about? Contact Ed Dickson

Needed:

dd



Individuals who would sub for a Children’s teacher periodically.



Individuals who would lead/facilitate an adult or children’s class.

We are pleased to announce our 2022 Basketball Camp!
Purpose: To improve individual skills, To improve team play and To develop Christian character
When: July 11th thru 14th. Cost: $25 Open to: girls and boys, 4th thru 12th grade.
Times: Session 1 - 4th-7th grade: 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM Session 2 - 8th-12th grade: 12:30 PM to 3:30PM
Place: Middleburg United Methodist Church, Family Life Center 3925 Main Street, Middleburg, FL. 32068
Limited to 24 participates in each session
Completed “Registration Forms” and fee required.
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Hiding His Words in Your Heart
Have you noticed sometimes when listening to a speaker, whether a preacher, a teacher, or
someone just giving a speech, that certain phrases will pop out at you and in your head (or maybe under
your breath) you’ll sing that phrase because it’s from a song you remember? Could be a song from your
teen-aged years when the radio was your best friend and you memorized every lyric, or something you’ve
heard recently from whatever listening device you use. With me, I find it’s usually from hymns or choir
songs because although I taught elementary music for 36 years, I’ve been a concentrated church musician
for longer than that. In Bible study on Monday nights, sometimes the author on the video will read a
Scripture or describe the circumstances around that Scripture, and I find a hymn coming to mind immediately. It’s kind of cool when someone else in class sings the same phrase at the same time. That comforts
my soul. I’m not a good Scripture memorizer (although I want to be). But maybe this is a way of holding
the Scripture close – being able to sing a phrase that some wise musician set to music, whether long ago
or this very year, and bringing it out when someone stirs your memory with a phrase or special word.
Frequently those phrases use words like grace, mercy, love, amazing, saved, etc. Contemporary
songs utilize the same lyrics with more upbeat music but the meaning is the same as the ones Charles
Wesley wrote in the 1700s. (PS – did you know he wrote over 6,500 hymns in his 81 years? Fanny Crosby
lived to be 95 and wrote more than 8,000 hymns. Both these musicians, birthdates 113 years apart, lived,
breathed and wrote Scripture. Kind of makes those of us who can’t memorize a decent half dozen verses
of Scripture sort of pitiful, doesn’t it?)
To me, a hymnbook is a sort of Bible. I am by no means comparing a hymnal to the magnitude of
the Holy Word, but, think of the hymnal as a kind of “Cliff Notes.” Those phrases that pop out of my listening heart have branches in the hymnal and deep roots in the Bible. Examples:
“Praise the Name of Jesus”
Praise the name of Jesus, praise the name of Jesus.
He’s my Rock, He’s my Fortress, He’s my Deliverer, in Him will I trust.
Praise the name of Jesus. Taken directly from Psalm 18:2
“Great is Thy Faithfulness”
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father. There is no shadow of turning with Thee. Thou changest
not, Thy compassions they fail not. As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.” Taken from Lamentations 3:22-23
So here’s your homework. Consciously jot down when a significant phrase jogs your musical
memory and look it up in the hymnal Sunday (not during the sermon!) Lots of times a Scriptural reference
will be by the hymn or in the back of the book. Look! Bam! You’ve memorized some Scripture without
even realizing it. His words are being hidden in your heart, and you can pull them out at anytime, tunefully or not.
Here’s one more – a quote from David Jeremiah. How many hymn phrases can you find in this?
“In spite of how we have offended God, He still reaches out to us. He still desires that none should perish in
their sins but that all might repent and come to Him. How is such a desire possible? It is because of His
mercy and grace—the expressions of His love.”
To quote Fanny Crosby: Praising my Savior, all the day long. To quote Andy Wilder: It’s all good.
Love you guys,
**Susan
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BIRTHDAYS
1 Deborah Chase
Marceline Terrell
2 Eleanor Smith

14 Chris Chapin

2 Linda Morningstar

18 Zoie Demeritt

17 Teresa Brewer

3 Lori Nordgren

19 Courtney Birkholz,

21 Wyatt Crihfield,

4 Mark Sommers

Josh Sansoucy

5 Lisa Elmore

Linda Willis

3 Kathy Gross
6 Mary Lou Whittlesey

Randall Smith
22 Roger Murphy,

7 Lynn Gressel,
8 Carol Cochuyt,

Bryce Sanderson
23 Eileen Elster,

Levi Smith,
Deb Van Matre
9 Amy Pope

BIRTHDAYS

Judy Maman,

7 Mary Murphy,

Robin Sivalski

20 Woody Woodley,

21 Michael Dmytryk,

8 Buck Witt

Sophie Huff,

9 Rudy Orcino,

Phil Jacobs Sr,

27 Jordan Cochuyt

Deb Sacco,

Tim Jacobs,

28 April (Rissmiller) Martin

Sandra Wilson

Carol Jordan,

10 Lynn Buenvenida,

Len Nordgren

10 Bev Lewis

29 Chelsea Kilpatrick,

13 Pat Lucas

Riley Reynolds

12 Emily Carter,

22 Tommy Benedict,
Debbie Jacobs,

Nicholas Ossenfort

Emilee Kilpatrick,

14 Marty Ackley,

Morgan Updegraff

Kenny Brewer,
Yvonne Lempke,

23 Nicholas Shepard

Peggy Vermillion

24 Mylon Pope

16 Emily Bogdon,

Anniversaries
3 Emily & Bill Carter
8 Lydina & Matt Howard

Connie & Mack Holman

Elizabeth Marlow

27 Ian Bozeman
28 Jackson Jacobs,

17 Derrick Henderson

Louise Partyka

Jeanne Owen

Anniversaries

12 Ellen & Rev. Roger Moore

1 Debbie & Phil Jacobs

15 Christina & Andy Wilder

4 Kathy & Richard Gross

20 Susan & Gayward Hendry

12 Judy & Dan Smith

27 Cheri & Noel Starnes

16 Fran & Ed Dickson
17 Janet & Tony Fox
21 Marie & Warren Livings
25 Bev & Bill Lewis
29 Vicki & Herman Dyal
31 Suzanne & Jim Lyda
Pat & Bob Lucas

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, FL 32068

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, Fl 32068

Rev. Brian Sanderson, Sr. Pastor
(850) 673-7309
Church Office:
(904) 282-5589
E-mail
middleburgunited@bellsouth.net

Office Closed: July 4th

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Go in Peace and Love
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