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Resurrection Greetings! 

Power! 

As we come to the beautiful time of year called “Easter” or, as some may refer to it, “Resurrection Sun-
day,” I want to remind you that the same power that raised Christ from the dead is available to us today.   

The Bible tells us in Romans 8:11 (NRSV) If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 

I believe this life given to us is not only eternal life, but it is also life for TODAY!  

Jesus said the following: Matthew 20:26 (NRSV) It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be 

great among you must be your servant. 

Think of it. The most amazing person to ever live on the face of this earth was Jesus Christ. He did nothing 

to force Himself on anyone, yet people willingly follow His teaching and example down through the ages 

and continue today. 

He laid His life down willingly so that you and I would have the example of willing sacrifice and love for 
others. 

Jesus came that we might have life in abundance! We may not have all the answers of “why” on this 
earth, but we do know that Jesus understands the beginning to the end. He is Alpha and Omega! 

1 Corinthians 15:54 (NRSV) When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts 
on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

Without the Resurrection, we have nothing, but with the power of the Resurrection, the Christian will ul-
timately prevail and overcome! 

I want to encourage you to join us for Easter and celebrate His Resurrection. It's more than ritual or tradi-
tion, but it's our living hope, and it is POWER! 

Be sure to attend on Holy Thursday (Communion and foot washing), Good Friday at noon, and Easter Sun-
day: Sunrise, 8:30 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. Invite a friend to attend with you! 

He's Alive! 
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Hello Church Family, Spring is almost here, with the weather throwing us beautiful warm days and cold, 
rainy ones. Each of them serves a purpose, although it’s nice if you have the opportunity to stay inside during the 
cold ones! 
               The Easter Egg Hunt will be at the Hendry’s Farm again this year. It will be held Palm Sunday after church, 
2-4pm. Bring your baskets to collect your eggs in. We will put out a collection board for snacks and goodies in late 
March. 

 VBS will be held June 26th-30th. Our theme is “Discovery on Adventure Island”. Please start putting together 
your crafty ideas. We need homemade palm trees, tropical flowers, birds, and whatever strikes your heart and cre-
ative mind to make. Also, please reach out to me if you have volunteered in the past or would like to become part 
of the fun. 

We are offering Safe Sanctuary Training online for those who have already taken in person training. Call the 
Church office for more info. There will be in person training held as needed for those who are first timers or are 
not comfortable online. 

Please be sure to sign your children in and out of the Family Life Center on Sunday Mornings and Wednes-
day nights. If we are still upstairs Wednesday evening, please come to the classroom to get your child. 

Pastor’s Children’s message will now be held on the 1st Sunday of the month. Be sure to collect your chil-
dren from the FLC at the end of KidMin at 10:45 that morning. We look forward to our children taking communion 
with their family and seeing the congregation during that time. 

I hope everyone has a lovely spring and I look forward to seeing you at Church. 
 

Faithfully Yours, 
 
April Watts 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Wow what a great month we have had!   February was full of friends, family, and fellowship. The 

food wasn't too bad either! ☺ 

March will have the following:   
1st:  5-6 types of salad: chicken, tuna, tossed, pea, pasta, and potato 
8th:  Chicken, rice and veggies with homemade cornbread 
15th: Sloppy joes with tater tots  
22nd:  Grilled cheese sandwiches and tomato soup 
29th:  End the month with yummy pot pies  

It has been our pleasure to cook for you all on Wednesdays and thank you all so much for the clean 
up help and support for this ministry. May God continue to bless us everyday with all of this Meth-
odist love. 
 
Thanks again, 
Your Kitchen Crew 
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Dear Family, 

 Sunday, May 7th, is our 200th Homecoming Celebration, so mark your calendars now and 
plan to come. We‘ll have one worship service in the Main Sanctuary at 10:00 followed by a 
dinner in the FLC, with the Pie Contest & Auction. (Be sure to check out Elle’s pictorial walk 
through history.) Be looking for a good pie recipe to compete in the contest. Remind those 
who haven’t attended for awhile to come home and be a part of this momentous day. 

 The bulletin will be a special commemorative publication which we are inviting you to be 
a part of. We’d like to create a magazine-type booklet with contributions from our congrega-
tion. If you have special, fond memories of past Homecomings, historical anecdotes, repro-
ducible pictures several decades old, or would just like to write a short blessing, we will be 
“selling ads” to offset this special printing. A full page will be $80, half page $40, quarter 
page $20 and business card $15. If you own a business or could contact a neighboring busi-
ness, they may certainly purchase space. 

 All ideas and articles should be submitted and paid for by March 31st as we must get eve-
rything typed and camera-ready before taking to the printer. This commemorative bulletin 
will be a treasure to read and share in future years and we’re excited to step into our 3rd 
century with something new and different. 

Contact Wendy, Cedric or Susan for further information. 

 

What a fun time I had typing up your Love Notes! This was our 3rd 
year and although some of you waited until the last moment, we still 
had a 12 page collection of sweet, funny, nostalgic, and sentimental       
 “Valentines.” We collected $358 for the church. 

       Thanks for participating and don’t chicken out next year    
     – we need even more fun submissions from YOU. 

            **Susan 
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Youth News   
 

The Youth have been learning about what it is to be seen by God in the moments we feel, we see Him the least. 

They are also trying new approaches to prayer and learning about what gifts they “bring to the table” to glorify God.  

We are starting to meet up in small groups outside of church in a mentorship dynamic to just see how life is going 

for the teens. As we start Lent, we will be doing a study that intertwines growth with God and getting our hands in 

the dirt. 

Confirmation is about to hit its mid-way point. We have 6 confirmands this year, of all ages. If you are interested in 

being a Guardian Angel to one of them, please reach out to the church office. Guardian Angeles to the teens at the 

least pray for the teen in their walk, at most sponsor their walk in some way. They never have to reveal to the teen 

who they are unless they want to and are welcome to introduce themselves at any time (Safe Sanctuary Policy still 

needs to be adhered to please). This also teaches the teens that God and His people are always at work, even 

when we don’t see it. We love for the Guardian Angels to come stand with each confirmand and their family on 

Confirmand Sunday, April 2nd at the 11 am service. 

March 15th, at 6:15, we will be having a parent/guardian meeting in the youth room. The teens will have rec 

time downstairs. This way everyone can feel more at ease with any issues. This will be a great opportunity 

to touch base and see what we can do as a team for the teens too. Feedback on the past year and sugges-

tions will also be very welcome. Please consider signing up to help for a few weeks this year as a volun-

teer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sweetheart Sock Hop was a success.  Thank you to all that helped and donated. Also, a special thanks to the 
Clay County Cruisers for coming out and showing off some cars for us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
April is shaping up to be a busy, but fun month. We have our Sunrise Easter service outside the old Histor-
ic Church (with sound this year) and traditional pancake breakfast. The service starts at 6:30, breakfast will 
follow and continue until 10:45. We promise that we will have more bacon this year since 14lbs wasn’t 
enough last year. We are also excited that we will be attending the Casting Crowns concert during the fair.  
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We still are making great strides and 2023 is sure to be a banner year. 
  
It was brought to our attention that the Women of Faith group were without leadership. 
I attended the January 12 meeting to discuss the future of the group.    
Sandra Wilson explained to the ladies  the future of the unit should we disaffiliate. 
It would no longer be part of the United Methodist programs.   After a discussion of the options, it was decided 
to disband the Middleburg Women of Faith unit. A motion was made  to disband the unit.  By showing of hands 
the motion carried. 
  
We suggested we take  a little time off and will meet to see what the future holds for a Ladies group.   Since 
then, Esther Lee and I have offered to lead a new group.  We are planning on getting together April 13th in the 
Family Life Center at 4:00 in the afternoon. Any questions, please feel free to contact us. 
  
Our worship attendance continues to grow. 
  
In Christ, 
Judy McNee 
  

Ministry Council Meetings for 2023 

(dates are subject to change as needed) 

March 28th - Tuesday night 

April 30th - Sunday 

May 30th - Tuesday night 

June 27th - Tuesday night 

July 30th - Sunday 

August 29th - Tuesday night 

 September 26th - Tuesday night 

October 29th—Sunday  

November 28th - Tuesday night 

December 31st - Sunday 
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JOY  

 How can it be that one month is gone and March is already settling in to finish out February’s 
tease of spring? We’ve experienced temperature spurts and plunges, seen robins and blue jays 
on the lawns, and watched the white, pink and purple budding of trees eager to get fancy. 
Sweaters we were so excited to finally get to wear in December and January are going back into 
storage, and heavier long sleeves are about to join them. Only the lightweight long sleeves you 
wear in air-conditioned restaurants are allowed out. Winter is slinking away and we Floridians 
are breathing a sigh of relief for soon, daylight savings time will get our lives back on track. 

 In Biblical times, folks had the same expectations of the seasons. In the Jewish calendar, the 
new month is called Adar and it is supposed to be a joyous month. The holiday of Purim is in 
Adar. You can read about how Purim came to be in the story of Esther, and the sages state “when 
Adar arrives, we increase in joy.” That caught my attention: Not just become joyous, but increase 
in it. 

 If we focus on the One who gave us the seasons, the returning birds, the budding trees, we 
know He means for us to have joy. We should be happy in our connection to the Lord, in our 
recognition of His good gifts and steadfast presence. But, when things are going rough in life, it’s 
often the hardest time to keep hold of that thought, isn’t it? What if joy could be used as a tool 
to change our situation that’s not so happy? What if we concentrate on the fact that God chose 
us – hard-headed, over-confident, full-of-ourselves sinners tho we may be – and He gives us the 
opportunity to connect with Him every single day? Then we might see joy because of our situa-
tion. This is where we put our money down: it’s easy to say we believe but now we have to exer-
cise our faith and trust that His plan, whether we are happy about it or not, has a reason.  

 To borrow a phrase, joy is the oven that makes the cake. You can have the best ingredients in 
the world, the finest cookware, etc., but without the oven, you don’t have a cake. So if we con-
sider joy as the connecting element with the Father how do we increase in it? Simplistically, we 
love the delicious look of springtime, the reawakening of green, opportunities to sweep out win-
ter’s dust and prepare for spring’s crowning glory: Easter. It’s easy to praise and thank Him then, 
and you can store up joy in colorful containers. But if you’re going through a period when you 
are emphatically not happy, that’s when you declare joy because of the trials. God has some-
thing going on, you can be sure. How you react to it is what He is after. During Lent, let us look 
for and recognize Joy. Purposely share it, wallow in it, declare it and increase in it.  

 I’m starting to ramble. I hope you got the gist of my joy thing. We have a lot to be joyful about 
at this church; I, for one, am appreciative of y’all. You give me joy. Happy Spring time to you, and 
happy joy-hunting. 

 **Susan 
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Sunday School 
How about finding a Class? 

or 
How about Making sure that children or grandchildren or perhaps neighbor children come to  

Sunday School? 
 

Sunday Morning at 9:45 
   Class                        Location                                         Material                                                           Leaders 
Crusader                      Study                         Comprehensive Bible Study                                     Judy McNee 
Tea Time                Choir Room            Feasting on the Word Curriculum                    Angela and Mike Whiteside 
Open Door                Portable                                     Bible Study                                                 John Dickserson 
Seekers               Mongiovi House      A Liturgical study-Feasting on the Word                          Tracy Scoville 
 
 

Children 
9:45:   MKF:                   FLC                        Music and craft, lesson                                                  April Watts 
11:00: Sunday School: FLC        Bible based lessons, crafts, and snacks                                     Diane Wilder,                          

     Misty DiGiovanni,       
                                                                                                                                                  Nancy Long 
 
If you would like to start a class or have a topic you would like to see discussed let us know. 
There is always a need for teachers/leaders and substitutes for classes.  
 
      Ed  

What is the purpose of Sunday school? 
By Churchleaders.com 

     “It’s perhaps the best-structured program in the local church for effectively carrying out the 
teaching ministry of Christ. Instead of being an agency that’s separate from the church, it’s a vital 
arm with four parts. These include reaching, teaching, winning and caring. 

1. Sunday school is the reaching arm of the church.  First, Sunday school is the arm that reach-
es people of all ages for Christ. “Reaching” is making contact with people and motivating them to 
honestly listen to the gospel. 

2. Sunday school is the teaching arm of the church.  “Teaching” means guiding the learning ac-
tivities that meet human needs. 

3. Sunday school is the winning arm of the church.  Sunday school is also the part of the 
church that wins people to Christ. “Winning” involves communicating the gospel in an understanda-
ble manner and motivating a person to respond to Christ. 

4. Sunday school is the caring arm of the church.  Finally, Sunday school is the avenue for 
providing spiritual care to all church members. 

     Sunday school is the reaching, teaching, winning and caring arms of the church. However, this 
definition becomes a mosaic when applied to individual churches. Just as we need all the tile piec-
es to make up a mosaic, so we need all four aspects of the definition for Sunday school.” 
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Please let the office know if any of the people listed below should be removed or if there  is anyone else that should be added! 

Scott Ashcraft, Rheta Barber, Dennis Barker, Joyce Brantley, Crystal Brooks, Jane Bullen, Meagan Campbell, Lib Creech, Helen 
Crotts, David Church, Danika Davis, Rick Fife, Krickett Foschaar, Richard Fouraker, Eileen Free, Rick Futch, Lee Goodnight, Teresa 
Gross, Annette Hagler, LA Hardee, Ken Huff, Darlene King, Kim Lemley, Yvonne Lempke, Ernie Lord, Jim Lundy, Bob & Pat Lucas, 
Bob & Rose Lynch, Beth McDonald,  Ellen Moore, Curt Morrison, Linda Morrison, James O’Donnell, Ray Overly, Sam Payne, Doug 
Pope, Bill Roberts, Tina Rodgers, Kate Sasso, Robin Scherzer, Dan Smith, Nora Smith, Randall Smith, Joan Spencer, Allan Spencer, 
Nicholas Spencer, Ray Stovall, Jennie Warner, Gracie Washington, Richard Wehrman, Ann Woodard, Trinity Woodley, Robin Zag-
ora & Family, Robert Zimmerman 
 
Servicemen & Women:  
Drew Baker, John Behrens, John Brantley, SGT Philip Buchanan, Jerry Dingman, Benjamin Harlowe, Ben Humphrey, Joseph 
Jankord, Howard Kalick, Caleb Kovach, Lola Lewis, Jarrod Linion, Matt Lippencott, Pete Matisoo, Kayla McClendon, Michael 
McLeod, Dustin Morrison, Brad Muller, Paul Noland, Vince Preston, Matt Ritter, Sarah Robinson, Alexander Rumrill, Josh 
Sansoucy, Breena Schmoll, Bret Shockley, Lawrence (Willie) Summers, Tim Sutton, Chris Teagle, Paul C. Trotman, Buzzy Up-
degraff, Jason & Jackie Warren, Daniel West, and Matthew West 

Amen 

PIE CONTEST 
for 

HOMECOMING     

[Sun, May 7th] 

A Dessert Pie Contest 

2 Categories: (A) Cream Pies   (B) Berry, Nut or Fruit Pies - {All entries MUST be homemade!}  

Pies will need to be delivered to the FLC by 8:50 AM that morning in order to be judged. 

Ribbons will be awarded during dinner and entries will be served as dessert for our Homecoming  

Meal. The winning pies will be auctioned. Contact the office to get further entry instructions           

(904) 282-5589. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Please welcome our new members this year! 

            8:30 am Service                      11:00 am Service 

                 Katrina Kwaak             Jordan Huntley            Michael Scoville 

                    Gary Carter                                               Charles Prescott        Terry & Cheryl Milam            

                       Noah Hawlk             Jeanne Summerlin      

                                                                                       Christopher & Nancy Luther  
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Anniversaries 
  4 John & Krickett Foschaar 
  8 Barry & Lisa Elmore 
13  Devon & Lynda Hill 
15  Brenda and Don Weeks 
      Jody & Denise Rogers 
16 Cameron & Magi Trotman 
19 Jessie & Jordan Huntlley 
24  David & Carolyn Graham 
25 Rev. Bryan & Jeanie Simpson 
26  Gena & Harry Faulkner 
      Sharon and Marcus Frisbee  

BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 

     Anniversaries 
   1 Joe & Julie Boyette 
   9   E.W. & Eileen Free 
 12   Charlie & Millie Thompson 

14 Mary & Roger Murphy 
 17 Michael & Stephanie Bergman Cirillo,  
   Johnney & Kailee Crihfield 
 20  Dianne & Ray Ashcraft 
 21  Mary & Wayne Pharis, 
 24   Tracy & Michael Scoville 
 29  Christina & Jason Smith 
 31  James & Kathleen Glaze 

2 Andy Wilder 
3 Trevor Warren,  
 Lindley Wilder 
4 William Demeritt,  
 Maxine Hardee,  
      Devon Hill,  
     Heather Marsteller 
7    Faye Taylor 
10   David Brasher, 
       Sandy Hamilton 
12   Bruce Behrens,  
 Julie Boyette,  
 Peyton Martin 
15  Michelle Peters 
16 Lynne Summers    
22   Kathleen Glaze 
24  Jessi Starnes Huntley,  
 Kegan Rapin,  
27  Kay Rissmiller 
29  Marilyn Dmytryk,   
 Jennifer Morningstar,      
  Angelee Smith,  
 Betsy Sommers, 
31   Deb Goulding 

1     Garet Howard,  
Yvonne Gordon-Owens 

5 Nancy Luther 
6  Jonathan Pope 
7  Cecilee Russell 
8   Wanda Green,  
 Sandy Mee 
9  Jeff & Michael Nordgren  
10  Melissa Gibson Steiner,  
 Warren Livings       
12 Taylor Sherard 
13   Joyce Brantley, 
 Joni DeBusk 
14   Katie DeMeritt,  
 Misty DiGiovanni,  
 Tracy Scoville 
15   Gena Faulkner,  
 Willie Summers 

16  Trevor Raney 
17  Sonja Birkholz,  
 Gerry Witt 
18  Millie Thompson 
21 Joe Boyette,  
 Brenda VanGundy,  
 Millie Wilkes                      
23  April (Isenberg) Morris,  
 Jonathan Whiteside,  
 John Lynch  
 25  Meagan Sherard,  
 Madison Tidwell 
 26  Krystopher Sheehan 
      Donald Weeks 
27   Fran Dickson 
28   Bailey Webster 
29   Robert Seymour,  
 Steve Warren 
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Middleburg United Methodist Church 
3925 Main Street 
Middleburg, Fl 32068 PLACE 

STAMP 
HERE 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

             Go in Peace and Love  

Middleburg United Methodist Church  
3925 Main Street 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
 

Rev. Brian Sanderson, Sr. Pastor 
(850) 673-7309 
 

Church Office: 
(904) 282-5589 
 

E-mail 
middleburgunited@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Office Closed 

       Good Friday - April 7th 

 

 


