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Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
This November/December Newsletter finds us moving toward the Holiday Season, which includes
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and then New Year's Day, I want to take just a moment to encourage you to
pause and consider just how good God is and has been to you over this past year.

While there have been many challenges for us, as well as the entire world over the past many months,
God is still good! Once again, a natural disaster, Ian, reminded us of the fragility of life and that we should
do our best to value our loved ones. I believe the Holiday Season doesn't need to be filled with stress and
anxiety when we realize the purpose for celebrating these wonderful times of the year!
November brings us the simple reminder that thankfulness is truly the kind of spirit we are to have, and
this thankfulness will be more meaningful when we are both thankful to those around us, as well as our
God.
Here's a beautiful verse of scripture on thankfulness out of the Message version of the Bible: 1 Chronicles 29:13 (MSG) 13 And here we are, O God, our God, giving thanks to you, praising your splendid Name.
I encourage you to really focus on this spirit of thanksgiving in advance of all these Holidays, and I really
believe God will give you a tremendous appreciation for the Christ of Christmas as well. More than the
“tinsel and the toys”, and more than “bustle and the noise”, is the realization that Jesus came to earth
over 2000 years ago for you and I to know the blessed gift of Salvation!
Then, when these special days are over, take a week to reflect on the events of this past year, and determine your goals for the new year ahead.
Here is a wonderful Word in anticipation of the New Year: Philippians 3:13-14 (NIV) 13 Brothers, I do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
Press on church! Press on! This walk with the Lord speaks of tenacity and resolve, yet the same God
who has helped you make it through this year in victory will also be there to help you in the year ahead!
So, get out there and enjoy the Holiday Season!
Blessings in Christ,
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Hello Church Family,
It’s finally fall here in Middleburg. We’ve had some beautiful weather and it’s even rather cold today! Lots
of fall events are happening; tonight, is chili night at the pumpkin patch, and two weeks ago we had Family Day
there. That was so much fun, with games, a bounce house and facepainting. Less than two weeks are left, it sure
goes by quickly.
We have chosen our Christmas Play and begun practicing already. It may seem early but with busy schedules we need all the time we can get! Susan Hendry is leading the children in KidMin Sunday mornings, teaching
them the script and songs. Several youths are involved, as well as the adult choir. This is truly a Church Christmas
Play, rather than a Children’s Christmas Play.
Wednesday evenings are so much fun. I never know where the children’s imaginations will lead them. We
paint, create, play, make a mess and then clean it all up again. Although it appears to be only play, there’s much
more to Wednesday nights than that. It’s safe, fun fellowship where bonds are made while worries and triumphs
are discussed. Questions like, “How did it make you feel?”, “How can we handle that?”, “What does Christ call us
to do in the situation?” arise organically and without prompt. I am blessed to be learning alongside these young
boys and girls.
If you haven’t made it back to church, please bring your children. This includes grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, neighbors, and extra kids you find along the way- with permission of course! If there is a child upon your
heart, perhaps the Lord has tasked you with the effort of showing this child the love of a church family. Thank you,
families who currently bring children. I know it isn’t easy and it would be a wonderful day to sleep in. However,
sleeping in just isn’t as fulfilling week after week as developing lifelong memories of Sunday School! Let me know
how I can help. Perhaps a ride can be coordinated, or Church Clothes provided. If there is something holding you
back, please come see me in my office on Wednesdays to discuss what can be done. Thank you.
See you in Church,
April Watts
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

The Kitchen crew would like to thank you for your supporting our Wednesday night dinners. With your support and extra donations we accomplished getting a new stove and freezer which were really needed.
We are going to break over the Holiday months and will be back after New Years. The current kitchen crew is
looking for a second group to host dinners on Wednesday when we can not. This way the church can still have yummy food and fellowship and raise some funds. We are looking for 3 or 4 reliable people to commit, which will include
purchasing food to cook, setting up and cleaning up for the dinners. During our break we will be reorganizing the
kitchen and drawers. Please pray about this and let Trish know if you are interested, thanks in advance. God bless
you all and see you back for Wednesday night dinners in January.
Love in Christ,
Trish & Mike Gibson
Sharon Frisbee
Melissa & Brian Steiner
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WHAT YOU SEE IS NOT ALWAYS WHAT IT IS
When I was little, my grandmother Irene in Big Stone Gap, Virginia, was my dearest friend in summertime when
my parents left me “in the country” from June to August. As the first grandchild, I was sweetly spoiled but taught
correctly by my grands and great-grands that putting effort into something was important, manners and responsibility were important, God was real important, gathering eggs and milking cows were important, and chocolate
milk was a great reward for dusting all the Knick knacks in the farm house living room. Irene, a great supporter of
academics, liked to play word games with me as we went about our farm chores. One of them went:
“If C-O-W spells cow and N-O-W spells now and H-O-W spells how,
what does M-O-W spell?”
The first time I answered, of course, “Mau” and argued with her over being deemed incorrect. We wrote it
down and I showed her the spelling was the same. It took her awhile to show prideful me that sometimes what
you see is not what it is. We then would play the 2-pronunciation game of S-O-W, B-O-W, etc., but her bit of
grandmotherly wisdom went on to serve me when I played that game with schoolmates back in Florida. I always
won on the first go-around, but then they would catch on. However, I proudly became a very good speller, won a
few spelling bees, and attributed it all to Irene, the super-grandmother.
She also let me discover honesty by earning 1 penny per large horseweed pulled in the feedlot and 1 penny for
2 small ones. When I tried to fudge numbers, she sternly called my bluff and let me know about the size of the
wilted horseweed piles. What I tried to make her see was not always what it truly was, she explained, and made
me count them out in front of her. And each time I’d lied, I was caught. I‘d like to also attribute my basic honest
instincts (and well-developed guilt complex) to Irene’s tutelage.
Irene and her mom Belle, whom I called Granny, taught me to wash quart jars in very hot water to pressure can
green beans, pick grapes when they were the right color, and watch for thorns in gooseberry bushes. They were
no-nonsense dairy farmers and instilled in me a love of the land, good people, and the providence of a good God.
Sundays were spent at the Seminary Methodist church; I put my earned pennies in the offering plate with a satisfying clang and sometimes got to play “Do Lord” on the piano for the congregation (mostly all related to me in
some way) to sing. There came other opportunities for young me to see the wisdom of what you see isn’t always
what it is, like when one of the overall-clad handsome, heart throb Gilley boys got put in jail for drunken carousing
after working in the dairy all week, or Miz Qualls took a taxi to visit her boyfriend while Mr. Qualls worked in the
tobacco fields to earn their rent money – all of them had been in church the week before, singing and praying with
the rest of us.

Irene’s adage is a pretty simplistic way of looking at life but deadly accurate at its root – and God told us that
right off the bat in Genesis. The eyes can be deceived, as can any other part of our mortal selves, thus we need to
learn to lean into His counsel, His promises, His Word and His presence. Privately study and worship, of course,
but publicly surround yourself with other seekers and believers. Listen to their stories, argue/discuss politely, grow
from mistakes or past experiences, try a new way, sing a new song. The journey is so much more satisfying when
taken with others; you will begin to discern with wiser eyes and find the true wisdom in adages and axioms, all of
which are Biblically-based in one translation or another. Even better, you can then serve as mentors to those coming after you.
Just remember, if C-O-W spells cow…
Praising the Creator of Eyes, Adages and wise folks,
**Susan
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PUMPKIN PATCH FINALE
It’s Halloween as I write this but Nichole graciously held the newsletter deadline
for me – so on behalf of all the little orange, white and green pumpkins, and
gourds – we’d like to say THANK YOU for making the 2022 Patch a success. Between pumpkin sales and donations (which includes sales from train rides,
raffles, country store, food/beverages, and actual donations), we ended with
combined profit of over $11,000! Woohoo!
Marie, Karen, and I appreciated all you volunteers, visitors, and customers
from train drivers to pallet movers – those who erected the tents, picked up the
“overly-loved” squishy pumpkins, filled the ever-popular train with gas, brought
mosquito control equipment, donated drinks, chips, and items for the country
sale table, painted cute backdrops and corn hole games, provided chili, ate chili,
wrapped hot dogs, benevolently volunteered for one more shift after I whined in
church, gave advice and suggestions, and helped pray for the excellent weather
we enjoyed for the month. All in all, it was a great team effort!
Thanks again, dear folks. Enjoy those pumpkins on your front porch. Or in the
freezer. I understand they’re a natural wormer for farm animals, so at least we
all should be healthy!
**Susan

As we close 2022, take some time to reflect on our accomplishments during this year. We started the year out kind of gloomy, but, we are ending this year with so much to look forward to in
2023.
We have a new member on our SPR team, Susan Hanner. Gary Munson and Jean Richards have
ended their term and left the committee. Many thanks to them both for giving us their time and
talent the last three years.
The Sunday worship attendance is still showing growth. We all are in this together and need to
continue to encourage our members to return to Sunday worship.
In Christ,
Judy McNee
SPRC Chairman
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Although the men of the church have been busy serving in many capacities, there have been no organized men’s classes recently. If you were interested in being part of the Authentic Manhood experience, please let the church office know.
The ministry with men in prisons is growing.
There is a class being taught once a week to the men in the left amatory at Lawtey correctional Institute. There is plenty of room for other teachers who would like to participate.

We are also getting involved in a prison ministry called S.A.L.T. (Salvation Acceptance Love Transformation). There is plenty of room for men to join this.
Also, Kiaros Lawety 2, will start it’s training in January for the March weekend. This is an international
prison ministry. There is plenty of room for men to be active in this, too.
If you’re interested in any of these men’s ministries, please contact the church office.
Craig Van Gundy
God's peace be upon your household.

Ministry Council Meetings for 2022
November 29th - Tuesday evening at 7 pm

Now’s the time to be buying items for the shoeboxes. The last day to drop boxes off at the
church office will be November 10th. Please see Colleen Marsteller or Esther Kershaw with
any questions.
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Thanks again for the incredible congregational support for our Fun With Fashion show.
Thanks to all who bought tickets, all who modeled and all who attended. We were able to donate $670.00 to Miriam’s Basket, Inc.
At our December meeting we will be electing officers which will put us back on a traditional election schedule with officers installed in January.
Through “Mission Giving” we continue to help support the 121 mission outreach projects
in the United States, 24 in Africa, 5 in Europe, 5 in Mexico, Central America and Caribbean, and
33 in Asia and the Pacific Islands - all sponsored by United Women in Faith. These projects include schools, community centers, hospitals, and retirement homes.
Our current sponsorship is the “Advent Devotional Booklet”. We hope you find it inspira-

tional for the season.
Mary Lou Whittlesey

Please let the office know if any of the people listed below should be removed or if there
is anyone else that should be added!
Scott Ashcraft, Rheta Barber, Dennis Barker, Joyce Brantley, Crystal Brooks, Jane Bullen, Meagan Campbell, Lib
Creech, Helen Crotts, David Church, Danika Davis, Rick Fife, Krickett Foschaar, Richard Fouraker, Eileen Free, Rick
Futch, Lee Goodnight, Teresa Gross, Annette Hagler, LA Hardee, Ken Huff, Darlene King, Kim Lemley, Yvonne Lempke, Ernie Lord, Jim Lundy, Bob & Pat Lucas, Bob & Rose Lynch, Beth McDonald, Ellen Moore, Curt Morrison, Linda
Morrison, James O’Donnell, Ray Overly, Sam Payne, Doug Pope, Bill Roberts, Tina Rodgers, Kate Sasso, Robin
Scherzer, Dan Smith, Nora Smith, Randall Smith, Joan Spencer, Allan Spencer, Nicholas Spencer, Ray Stovall, Jennie
Warner, Gracie Washington, Richard Wehrman, Ann Woodard, Trinity Woodley, Robin Zagora & Family, Robert Zimmerman
Servicemen & Women:
Drew Baker, John Behrens, John Brantley, SGT Philip Buchanan, Jerry Dingman, Benjamin Harlowe, Ben Humphrey,
Joseph Jankord, Howard Kalick, Caleb Kovach, Lola Lewis, Jarrod Linion, Matt Lippencott, Pete Matisoo, Kayla
McClendon, Michael McLeod, Dustin Morrison, Brad Muller, Paul Noland, Vince Preston, Matt Ritter, Sarah Robinson, Alexander Rumrill, Josh Sansoucy, Breena Schmoll, Bret Shockley, Lawrence (Willie) Summers, Tim Sutton, Chris
Teagle, Paul C. Trotman, Buzzy Updegraff, Jason & Jackie Warren, Daniel West, and Matthew West
Amen
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Sunday Classes
As we start the new school year, think about getting involved in a
Sunday Class. All Adult classes listed below are at 9:45 am.
Seekers: Mongiovi House - led by Tracy Scoville
Tea Time Class: Choir Room (FLC) - led by Angela & Mike Whiteside
Open Door Class: Portable - led by John Dickerson
Crusaders Class: Church Study (Study in Main Office Building) - led by
Judy McNee
Children’s Sunday Activities : (9:45 - 12:00) in FLC
9:45: MKF - singing, memorization, and snacks
11:00: Sunday School and Bible Lessons
(For Pre K through sixth grade)
Leaders: Diane Wilder, Misty DiGiovanni, Nancy Long,
& April Watts
Nursery: 8:30 - 12:00 - Marie Living

Parents and Grandparents,
We need your help getting the kids to church.
Thanks,
Ed Dickson

Please Join Us!
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BIRTHDAYS
2 Rylen Gerds,

14 Eileen Free,

James Glaze,

Leah Hiter

BIRTHDAYS
3 Harry Faulkner

23 Mickey Burns,
Jane Hoffman,

4 Joyce Cox,
Jacob Hendricks,

Gary Monson,

Peg Maher,

Jim Jordan,

Kailee Crehfield,

3 James Louden

Noel Rucker,

Jody Rogers,

Zarek White

4 John Foschaar,

Samantha White

Allie Wilder

24 Hope Dmytryk,

Brad Lyda,

16 Stephany Fenn,

John Webster

Nichole Batten,

17 Isaac Scoville

5 Lily Whiteside

Richard Fouraker,

Wyatt Humphrey

20 Buddy Updegraff,

7 Ashlee Thornton

Annette Hagler

5 Derrick Jefferson

Shelby Updegraff

9 Christopher Simpson

25 Beth McDonald,
Noel Starnes

6 Lynn Peaslee,

21 Kevin Ossenfort,

10 Nelda Orcino

Tina Raney

Cole Russell

12 Ann Woodard

26 Lacey Crist

23 Angel Smith,

13 Lydia Scherzer

27 Mary Schulte

17 Susan Hendry

28 Rosemarie Heindel

18 Matt Howard,

29 Buddy Huesman

7 Elizabeth Bozeman
8 Melanie Fitzpatrick,
Connie Westerwelle

Michelle Eckert
24 Tara Almand,

9 Caleb Caine,
David Coleman
11 Gina Hinson,

Caleb Frisbee,
26 Nancy Long,
27 Elle Nordgren,

Sarah Price,
12 Paul Ackley
15 Jimmy VanBoskerck

Christina Smith
21 Harry Benedict,
Nicholas Bogdan,

30 Marcia VanBoskerck,
Loretta Webster

31 Laura Gerds,

Nan Callahan,

Barry DeMay,

Selma Stansbury

Jane Ward

Dom DiBattista

Sue Woodley

28 Jerrica Westmorland

22 Lynn Fullerton

30 Patricia Beneduce

Anniversaries
1 Nicolas & Karissa Terrell
4 Kenny & Wendy Brewer

23 Chris & Ruth Paine

Anniversaries
7 Tom & Lynn Summers
16 Steven & Stacy Spooner

19 Mylon & Amy Pope,
22 Richard & Pam Partridge
23 Elaine & Gary Driver
30 John & Ruth Ann Dickerson

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, FL 32068

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, Fl 32068

Rev. Brian Sanderson, Sr. Pastor
(850) 673-7309
Church Office:
(904) 282-5589
E-mail
middleburgunited@bellsouth.net
Office Closed
Nov. 24 & 25
for Thanksgiving

December 26-Jan. 2
for Christmas and New Years

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Go in Peace and Love
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