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Greetings in Christ Saints of God!
Have you ever heard a statement like this? “Well, I would love to be able to go to church, but it's
hard for me when I see all the hypocrites there.” Or I got this one recently, “I don’t like organized religion.”
To which I reply to myself, “How would you prefer your religion, disorganized?” I can’t think of anything I
want disorganized.
While you may have not heard those exact words, you've probably heard a variation of some kind
and perhaps wondered a bit if you were being accused of being a hypocrite. None of us want to be considered in such a way, yet this is the impression often left.
Jesus valued the church greatly, and in fact calls it His Bride (Ephesians 5:22-33)! We know also
that He's coming one day for a Bride without spot or wrinkle (Ephesians 5:27), but we also realize there's
still a lot of spots to be removed, and wrinkles to iron!
Hebrews 10:25 gives us a tremendous reminder of the importance of church attendance. “not giving
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another–and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.”
Paul gave a reminder in the following verse that also serves as a reminder about the body of Christ.
Eph. 3:18 …may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth
and height.
The phrase “with all the saints” is important. Paul is reminding the church at Ephesus that this process of growing in Christ is not something we can do on our own, or even just within the context of our
own families. While we must grow in Christ there, we need to be reminded that the love Christ wants us to
grow in is one we learn in the context and environment of the church, or the body of Christ!
The church is where we get into some “iron sharpens iron” moments!
The church is where we are able to weep with another who weeps!

The church is where we are able to rejoice when another rejoices!
The church is where we can join together to meet needs!
And yes, it says with ALL the saints! And that means anyone who professes Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior and lives a life reflective of that confession of faith.
Thank you, those of you who make our Church what it is—through your prayers, gifts, presence, and
service we are making a positive impact.
If you have gotten out of the routine, I would like to encourage you to make church attendance a regular and consistent part of your life. You WILL become a stronger Christian as a result! We can let God
sort it all out one day regarding who the “hypocrites” are. Let's just relax and be the church
Blessings in Christ,
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Hello Church Family,
We made it through the summer! It sure was a hot one. Of course, the fall is hot too, but we are beginning to feel the coolness in the mornings. This lets us know Florida’s Fall is on its way. Watch for busy birds and
gusts of wind, there will also be many yellow flowers blooming. Although we don’t have lots of colored leaves,
the maples and crepe myrtles will give a show of red before dropping their leaves for the winter. My favorite
season, filled with signs of new things to come!
As we move into this fall season, a new school year begins. Wednesday night’s KidMin are back into
swing. We work on learning to pray for and with each other, as well as plenty of free time for crafts and play.
Once Christmas gets closer, we will use the time for Christmas Play practice.
Sunday morning KidMin is a mix of Children’s Choir, Bible Stories and Bible trivia. The amount of
knowledge the kids are retaining from the trivia is impressive. It’s a lot of fun while learning.
We miss our kids who have been gone with busy plans over the summer and look forward to numbers
rising again. A few of the older children moved up into youth so we need kids to fill their empty seats. Please
bring a child, relative, or neighbor to Sunday mornings at 9:45 and Wednesday evenings 6:15. See you there!
See you at Church,
April Watts

The Food Bridge is Going Paperless
All New and Renewing Applications for Food Bridge Clients can be
submitted online NOW!
Go to this link

https://forms.gle/NWiAETTLwcuav7U57
or scan the QR Code below

First, we (the Kitchen Crew) thanks everyone who has been a part of making our wishes come true with a new stove and freezer.
The fundraisers have really helped and are still helping us pay everything off. Our Wednesday dinners are picking up with more and
more people each week, what a blessing!

I am planning a training session for anyone who would like to come to learn how to take care of our Kitchen. Please, if you do use
the kitchen for any event please clean up after yourselves. As most of you know, the price did go up for Wednesday dinners: $8
for adults and $5 for children under 12. Thank you all once again for all your support in this ministry!
You are a blessing to us all,
Love in Christ
Trish & Mike Gibson
Sharon Frisbee
Melissa & Brian Steiner
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THE PUMPKIN PATCH IS COMING!
Be ready to rumble in the Patch again, on our property (YAY!) and hopefully meet
a lot of new customers to invite to our worship services.
A few details: (for your calendars)

The pumpkins are due to arrive on Wed, Sept 28th. [Now, we know that scheduled arrival
time is not always actual arrival time; we’ll need to be flexible and available around then.
More details as we get them.] Hot dogs to follow…
We will open for business the day after arrival [hopefully, the 29th]. There will be sign up
sheets in the churches for you to pick your times, and Marie, dear lady, is our Sign-Up Sergeant.

Weekday business hours are 3:00 – 8 PM with two 2 ½ hour shifts. Saturday is 10:00 – 8
PM & Sunday is 12:30 – 8 PM (also 2 ½ hour shifts).
We will have a limited Country Store with new items only, a limited sale costume selection,
limited pumpkin baked goods on Friday and weekends, but unlimited photo opportunities,
unlimited pumpkins for sale, and super-unlimited fellowship times. Water, soft drinks, and
chips will be sold at the Patch for $1 each. Will need some donations for these.

The raffle baskets were a great idea last year. Customers won some pretty spectacular
basket creations, so we will need donations for these again. One raffle per week, drawing
winner on Saturday night at 7 PM.
Family Fun Day is Oct. 8th, 10 – 5 PM.
Chili Night is Wed, Oct 19th, 5:30 - 7:30. We will need donations of homemade chili for this.

We will need some folks to help re-furbish and do some light painting on our signs, photo
boards, and the train cars. We can help supply paint and brushes. Pretty please, let us know
if you would be willing to help with this. We can paint here, or you can take small things home to do.
Scarecrows need to be finished and delivered before set-up (see page 4 for more information.)
SET UP for the Patch is 9:00 AM, Saturday, Sept. 24th. We will get as much done as possible and then go watch the UWF Fashion Show. What we cannot finish on Sat. we’ll do
on Sunday after church.

**Please let the office or one of us know where you’d like to assist in preparation
for our Super 2022 PUMPKIN PATCH .

Thanks,
**Susan & Karen – Pumpkin Patch Coordinators

4

For some cute decorations in our Pumpkin Patch this year, we need some
Scarecrows. And YOU get to make them!
Please create Scarecrows that are waterproof and can be stuck in the
ground with some sort of pole or broom handle. Personalize your creation by using stuff already on hand: old clothing, mops, unmatched socks, hats, etc. Create a family with child-sized Scarecrows & adult sized ones, movie stars, cartoon
characters – whatever your imagination comes up with. Just as we said before,
make them as sturdy & water-proof as possible, 3 ft. high minimum so no one
will trip over them, and with a good “planting” pole.
Not artistic? The quirkier your Scarecrow, the better!
Who can create a Scarecrow? A Sunday School
class, a family, a group of friends, the Youth, Kids, or individuals. We will have a prize for the winner but all will be
on display in our Patch.
Due before Patch set-up on Sept. 24th. Start raking pine straw!
**Susan & Karen
Pumpkin Patch Coordinators

Our focus is to build relationships and communications between the staff and congregation. It is our responsibility to establish expectations for staff and follow up. We are fully staffed and each has gone above
and beyond expectations for their positions.
Within the past year, we have a new Children’s Coordinator, April Watts and Youth Director, Peggy Washington. They both have done amazing in bringing these programs way up. We need to show them our
support. MUMC children and youth are in very good hands!
Our attendance has dropped, mainly due to COVID. We are slowly coming back. If you come across
someone when you are out and haven’t seen then in church recently, invite them to come and worship
with us!
In Christ,
Judy McNee
SPRC Chairman
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Greetings, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Two more men have
completed 33 the Series, Authentic Manhood classes: Sherwood and Richard Asbury!
This makes our grand total at 13 men who have gone through all six volumes. We have
two classes that are going to start with the first book, Volume One: A Man and His Design. If you are interested or know of anyone interested, please contact the church
office.
Also, our prison ministry at Lawtey Correctional Institute continues well into the
second class. We teach a state core class in the F Dormitory, within the compound. The men are very appreciative of us and many times we get to mentor and pray with them.

Pastor Arturo continues to lead our sister church in Mayorquin. His wife has graduated and is a pastor too.
The church continues to grow in numbers and is spreading out throughout the community. Please keep
them in your prayers as we are committed to hold them up both spiritually and economically. Thank you for
your commitment and support.
Pastor Jose Luis Concepción and his family made the long, expensive journey and are here in Middleburg.
They have started a Hispanic Church here, as was the vision God gave them. If you know any Spanish speaking people who want to attend a Hispanic service, please tell them about this. They are welcome to attend
on Sunday’s at 11:30 AM on 2072 Blue Knoll Rd., Middleburg, FL 32068.

For a second year, ACT! and MUMC held a basketball camp for young people in our community. It was held
on July 11 - 14. It was open to girls and boys; 4th grade to 12th grade. Several of our children attended.
There were 5 girls and 13 boys in attendance.
Everyone improved on their basketball skills and teamwork. Also, all enjoyed the faith class taught each day
by Pastor Rudy Orcino. A pizza lunch was served on the last day.

Humbly submitted by
Craig Van Gundy
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The Youth have been meeting all Summer and having tons of fun; from lock ins to lake time. We started a longterm mission project with an old tree that was cut down behind the church property. They have had their first

carpentry lessons in how to prep freshly cut lumber and are excited to create things for the church and learn
something new.
We’ve gone back to wrapping up at 7:30 each Wednesday for the school year. August 21st, we had a super successful bake sale and raised $436. This is a huge help for the teens to go to Epworth, for team building and ropes
course time. We are very excited over our trip coming up, September 10-11th.

August 31, we kick off a study in “Body, Mind, and Who’s Spirit”. We will first start with learning basic food safety
and tackle why nutrition is so important. We will address why we to take care of the temple God created us to be.
We will learn some basic things in the kitchen and cook up some fun. September 14TH’s Wednesday night dinner
will be COOKED AND SERVED BY THE YOUTH. They are making spaghetti and chicken parm sandwiches from
scratch, . This will be a fundraiser to help put back scholarship funds from the Epworth Trip. As we wrap up (food/
nutrition/physical health) body; moving into October we sill start working on the importance of a healthy mindset
and faith. Part of this lesson will involve a clothes swap. So, if you’re cleaning out closets and see something a
teen might wear, feel free to give Peg a call. October 19th we will talk about the difference in pride and self-esteem
and then the Youth can “shop the swap”. Anything unused will go to the Clothes Closet Ministry. It is our goal to
talk about “Who’s Spirit” as we go into November and prepare for Advent.
Recently, we have started planning for the Youth Rally… The Fall Frenzy, a night of prayer and worship for teens in

the area. A night to escape the “Fall Frenzy” that sets in before the holidays and have time with God.
IF YOU HAVEN’T HEARD YET! We are hosting a Youth Rally and inviting all the Youth in the NE Florida district and
churches in our area. The evening of November 6th we are excited to see the community come together. While
we are planning for some food and fun; we are also wanting to provide a night of prayer and worship for teens. As
they face such a torn, unstable world today, giving an evening of hope and time with Jesus is crucial. When our

Youth brainstormed this random idea in January, we had no clue how much conflict would arise in our country
alone in 8 months. As we prayerfully move forward in planning, we couldn’t think of a better time to host something like this. Do not be surprised if you or a ministry your affiliated with are approached to help in some way.
This is going to be a team effort and there is a way for everyone to help. From kids painting parking signs…to the
adults manning prayer stations.

Prayers of peace for you all,
Peggy Church Washington
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Tonight, as I went out to close up the chicken suites, the soggy evening was alive with singing creatures (mostly bugs) and I stood in the dark for awhile to listen. The chickens were cooing their evening
“I’m on the roost about to go to sleep so hurry up and turn out the light” songs. Goosey was making
her report of the day to me as she accompanied me to close each door; her suite is my final stop and
some nights I have to actually pick her up and tuck her in. Tonight she strolled in with no fanfare, gave
a final soft, whiny honk and turned her back on me to tell the ducks to quiet down. I turned out the
lights, bid all a good night, glared off into the dark field beside us to dare any raccoon to touch my
birds, and locked the final gate. They settled in, the bugs resumed their symphony. And I stood in the
dark, mesmerized by the vastness of a night sky, seemingly huge, looming, drippy trees, and the smell
of damp earth. I couldn’t see any stars because clouds with more rain had canopied overhead.
It was just me and God for awhile. I thought about creation time when He separated the light from
the dark and the heavens from the earth and the sea from the land. Three days worth of work. Know
what else He made on day 3? Trees. Pines and peach trees, olives and oaks, useful and multipurposed, leaves, needles, fruits, cones, nuts, blossoms – trees are God’s handiwork that form a distinct nation of their own. I admire them. I think maybe in heaven there will be tree section where they
can tell their stories and God will commend them for jobs well done. I think we humans believe they
are here to serve us – give us shade and things to eat, and that may be so. But unlike us, I don’t believe they’ve sinned. They’re pretty much rooted in one spot where they live out their lives, cycling
through seasons, producing whatever they are to produce, steadfastly pointing heavenward, blessing
the Lord for giving them life. No real opportunity to cheat or lie, be lazy or steal; they’re happy for sunshine and for rain. I’d like to hang out in that heavenly tree section for a bit – I bet their homages and
tributes will have depth and richness like angel praises. Not haphazard or shallow like some of ours.

Worship comes in all kinds of different ways, doesn’t it? Not just one way, not just in prayer or song
or good deeds. I appreciate that our wonderful God is as multi-faceted as a beautifully cut diamond.
He’ll receive conversation from toddlers saying their first prayers, drunks in alleyways trying to get
home, newly-weds, those leaving a hospital all healed, those leaving a cemetery all alone. He likes to
hear from us - He did a lot of work creating this earth for our benefit; He is especially fond of us, the
Bible says. And when we cheat or lie, be lazy or steal, He already knows before we do it. He is ready
to forgive us if we ask.
Dr. Jeremiah said: Our Lord knows everything that has ever happened and that will ever happen.
He knows it totally, in advance, and in detail; He understands the future into infinity. He already knows
everything that will befall you during your lifetime, and He has offered powerful promises in His Word
to reassure you of His presence and protection, and of His ordering of your days.
Knowing that, can you see how worship comes in all kinds of different ways? As an exercise, count
how many ways you worship or praise God in a day, or even a half-day. Write them down, make a list
for tomorrow once you recognize possible shortcomings, be deliberate. Choose a new way you’ve
seen someone else do, even one that makes you squirm a little. Then once you’ve tried this at home,
bring that energy and intention to church on Sunday morning. Make your worship not about you but
about Him. Praise Him like crazy for whatever is on your list. Stand like a tree, steadfastly pointing
heavenward, blessing the Lord for giving you life. You might just surprise yourself at how fruitful you
can be. And how steadfast your Christian roots will become.
So don’t let the evening bugs get credit for giving all the unrestrained praise and glory to our Creator
– lift your own song to Him as you hear nature do. Crickets, mosquitoes, frogs – no one is judging the
quality of their voices, just the fact that they are joyously giving it their all. Their days are numbered,
just like ours, but they don’t care. Our great God made them, as He made us, for praise. Give it a try.
Goosey would be proud.
**Susan
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!!New Members!!
Michael & Stephanie Cirillo
Elijah Curcio
Susan Hanner
David & Bobbie Kahne
Heather Marsteller

Please take a minute and introduce yourself if you haven’t already met these wonderful new
members of MUMC!

Ministry Council Meetings for 2022
Sept. 27th - Tuesday evening at 7 pm
October 30th - 11:00 am - 5th Sunday
November 29th - Tuesday evening at 7 pm

YOU DID IT!
Congratulations to you. You were challenged with paying off the Family Life Center mortgage and you accomplished that in 8 months. Amazing! If you have committed to the Mortgage through the years and would still like for that money to
go to the church please change it to General Fund. This pays salaries, light bills,
insurance, building and land maintenance, etc. God has given us the guidance to
be where we are today and He will continue to be by our side as we make decisions for our future. There will be a mortgage burning celebration soon. Hallelujah!
Finance and Trustee Committees
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FUN WITH FASHION and Lunch is coming up Saturday, September 24. This will
not be your “run of the mill” fashion show. It will be much more fun and historically fairly accurate! We will be beginning with the ancient Greek and continue through the ages to the present. There will be women’s and men’s fashions. Our male models will
be surprises.
Tickets are on sale now. See UWF members to get yours. Tickets are $10.00. Proceeds will go to Miriam’s Basket. This is a local Clay County mission which provides
clothes and shoes to children and youth in crisis. Children who have to leave their
homes quickly because of family problems, abuse or other crises to go to Foster Care
or to live with relatives leave with only the clothes they are wearing. Miriam’s Basket
provides clothes for a week and usually a toy so that they have something to call their
own.

Please let the office know if any of the people listed below should be removed or if there
is anyone else that should be added!
Scott Ashcraft, Rheta Barber, Dennis Barker, Joyce Brantley, Crystal Brooks, Jane Bullen, Meagan Campbell, Lib
Creech, Helen Crotts, David Church, Danika Davis, Rick Fife, Krickett Foschaar, Tony Fox, Richard Fouraker, Eileen
Free, Rick Futch, Lee Goodnight, Teresa Gross, Annette Hagler, LA Hardee, Tom Howard, Ken Huff, Darlene King, Kim
Lemley, Yvonne Lempke, Ernie Lord, Jim Lundy, Bob & Pat Lucas, Bob & Rose Lynch, Beth McDonald, Ellen Moore,
Curt Morrison, Linda Morrison, James O’Donnell, Ray Overly, Sam Payne, Doug Pope, Bill Roberts, Tina Rodgers,
Kate Sasso, Robin Scherzer, Dan Smith, Nora Smith, Randall Smith, Joan Spencer, Allan Spencer, Nicholas Spencer,
Ray Stovall, Jennie Warner, Gracie Washington, Richard Wehrman, Ann Woodard, Trinity Woodley, Robin Zagora &
Family, Robert Zimmerman
Servicemen & Women:
Drew Baker, John Behrens, John Brantley, SGT Philip Buchanan, Jerry Dingman, Benjamin Harlowe, Ben Humphrey,
Joseph Jankord, Howard Kalick, Caleb Kovach, Lola Lewis, Jarrod Linion, Matt Lippencott, Pete Matisoo, Kayla
McClendon, Michael McLeod, Dustin Morrison, Brad Muller, Paul Noland, Vince Preston, Matt Ritter, Sarah Robinson, Alexander Rumrill, Josh Sansoucy, Breena Schmoll, Bret Shockley, Lawrence (Willie) Summers, Tim Sutton, Chris
Teagle, Paul C. Trotman, Buzzy Updegraff, Jason & Jackie Warren, Daniel West, and Matthew West
Amen
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Sunday Classes
As we start the new school year, think about getting involved in a
Sunday Class. All Adult classes listed below are at 9:45 am.
Seekers: Mongiovi House - led by Tracy Scoville
Tea Time Class: Choir Room (FLC) - led by Angela & Mike Whiteside
Open Door Class: Portable - led by John Dickerson
Crusaders Class: Church Study (Study in Main Office Building) - led by
Judy McNee
Children’s Sunday Activities : (9:45 - 12:00) in FLC
9:45: MKF - singing, memorization, and snacks
11:00: Sunday School and Bible Lessons
(For Pre K through sixth grade)
Leaders: Diane Wilder, Misty DiGiovanni, Nancy Long,
& April Watts
Nursery: 8:30 - 12:00 - Marie Living

Parents and Grandparents,
We need your help getting the kids to church.
Thanks,
Ed Dickson

Please Join Us!
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BIRTHDAYS
1

Lilly Morris

2

Kylee Smith

3

Bruce Berry
Beth Cherry

18 Vicki Dolder
Judy McNee
21 Bobbie Kahne
Bob Lucas

George Scoble
4

Bonnie Bailey
Alice Brasher

Bernie Van Matre

22 Kathy DiBattista
Glenda Harmon

Jim Lyda
5

Karen Kwaak
Donna Smith

6

Rev. Roger Moore

Dennis Barker

Chris Trueblood
23 Laney Carter
Curt Morrison

DeAnn Huff Blair

7

Regina Clayton
Rachel Hiter

8
10

Ken Rissmiller
Lenore Goodnight
Sam Richards
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Mike Attebury

15

Jack Eddington
Craig VanGundy

16

Mary Scoble
25 Ray Birkholz
26 Diane Kroll
27 Teresa Gross
Crystal Warren
29 Steve Crist
Stephanie Merring

30 Steven Spooner

Tony Fox

BIRTHDAYS
1

Peggy Washington

15 Roy Wilkie

3

Ruth Ann Dickerson

17 Jean Richards

Savannah Milam

20 Ruth Paine

Denise Rogers
4 Colleen Marsteller
Michael Reach
6 Jacob Dickerson
John Grubb
7 Abbey Sanderson
Nic Terrell

Kathy Robertson
Karen Rucker
Caitlyn Simpson
21 Dianne Ashcraft
23 Marlene Stevens
25 Bill Carter
Cynthia Runnels

8 Emmy Hall

Bill Updegraff

9 Gloria Allen

26 Tina Baker

Carolyn Conklin

27 Michael Cirillo

Lee Goodnight

29 Linda Deal

Etta Simmons
11 Rick Fife

Rev. Bryan Simpson
30 Diana Burns,

Jeanie Simpson
12 Zach Updegraff

13 Richard Gross

Wendy Brewer
Kim Hiter

31 Wendy Jackson

14 Joshua Price
Cody Rundio

17 Bethany Hill
Taylor Long
Tori Summers

Anniversaries

Brenda Weeks

Anniversaries
4 Wendy & Duane Jackson
Holly & Bill Updergraff

Gerry & Buck Witt
8 Kim & Steve Crist
9 Sue & Woody Woodley
11 Ann & Dennis Barker

10
15
19
20
21
26
30
31

Karen & Noel Rucker
Sue & Ray Vickerman
Jean & Tommy Williams
Marty & Paul Ackley
Vicki & Arthur Dolder
Sarah & Joshua Price
Alice & David Brasher
Jim and Deb Sacco

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, FL 32068

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, Fl 32068

Rev. Brian Sanderson, Sr. Pastor
(850) 673-7309
Church Office:
(904) 282-5589
E-mail
middleburgunited@bellsouth.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Go in Peace and Love
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